
West Lebanon Valley News - 10/15/2022 Page : A01

October 17, 2022 10:47 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

w w w. v n ew s . c o m

Saturday
OC TO B E R 15, 2022

$1.50

Volume 71 — Number 129

THE NEWSPAPER
OF THE

UPPER VALLEY

Copyright ©2022 Valley News

ONLINE : For more stories, photos and video from the ‘Valley News’ staff, visit www.vnews.com.

WORLD & NATION

SUSPECT, 15, HELD
IN N.C. SHOOTINGS
A teenager fatally shot two
people in a Raleigh
neighborhood, then fled to
a popular walking trail
where he opened fire, killing
three more and wounding
two others. Page A8

OVER EASY

C AN’T GET NO RE-LEAF
’Tis autumn, and columnist
Dan Mackie is lamenting what
the change of season brings:
hordes of cityfolk driving into
the hilly countryside to wander
while looking for aesthetic
leaf-peeping perfection, as if
they were French impressionist painters. Page A2
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MOSTLY SUNNY
Highs in the 60s.
Page A10
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By PATRICK O’GR ADY
Valley News Correspondent

UNITY — The county was informed
Tuesday via email that it has been awarded
$25.2 million for the proposed renovation of
the county nursing home from the Gover-
nor ’s Office for Emergency Relief and Re-
covery, County Manager Derek Ferland
said.

The approval, which still needs to go to
the governor and Executive Council either
later this month or in November, completes
the funding package for the project that is
estimated to cost between $57 million and
$63 million. The GOFERR money will come
from a $50 million fund set up earlier this
year for capital improvements to county
nursing homes. The money comes in the
form of a 0%-interest loan, and the county is
reimbursed from the fund as expenses are
incurred for the project, Ferland said.

In August, the county delegation of state
representatives unanimously approved a
$20 million bond for the project with a provi-
sion that county commissioners could bond
an additional $6 million if the project’s total
cost warrants it. The rest of the funding will
come from $2 million the county has re-
ceived in federal funds, $7 million from the
county ’s share of the American Rescue
Plan Act and up to $5 million from the
county ’s capital reserve fund.

Ferland said Wednesday they are cur-
rently waiting for the “guaranteed maxi-
mum price” from the general contractor.
That number will dictate how the county
will proceed, including how much work,
such as asbestos removal from the Sanders

$25.2M of $60M cost
awarded; approval likely

Nu rs i n g
home
h u rd l e
pa ss e d

SULLIVAN COUNTYPEAK FOLIAGE

VALLEY NEWS / REPORT FOR AMERICA — ALEX DRIEHAUS
Sam Hubbard, left, and Brooks Hubbard, right, of Enfield, take a break to feed their son August, 6 months, while on a hike with their dog
Piper at French's Ledges in Plainfield earlier this week. Sam is a teacher and had the day off, so the couple decided to take advantage
of the weather and hike to the top of the mountain for the first time with August.

By NORA DOYLE-BURR
Valley News Staff Writer

LEBANON — Three commu-
nity mental health agencies serv-
ing the Upper Valley received fed-
eral grants to expand and sustain
their services amid an ongoing
workforce shortage and an in-
crease in demand for services fol-
lowing the height of the COVID-

19 pandemic.
Lebanon-based West Central

Behavioral Health, Springfield,
Vt.-based Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services of Southeast-
ern Vermont and Randolph-
based Clara Martin Center each
received grants of $4 million over
four years from the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration. The grants,

intended to help the mental
health agencies to become certi-
fied community behavioral health
clinics (CCBHCs), started at the
end of last month and run
through Sept. 29, 2026.

While the impact of the grants
may not be immediately apparent
to clients, West Central CEO
Roger Osmun said he is hopeful
that in the long run the grants will
help boost Medicaid rates and
change the way mental health
care is reimbursed, bringing re-
imbursement rates closer to the

cost of providing the services.
“Frankly the federal govern-

ment is increasing the Medicaid
match for states that use the
CCBHCs model,” Osmun said.

The model is somewhat analo-
gous to the one used by federally
qualified health centers, which
receive money from the federal
government to help them provide
certain health care services.

But part of getting that in-
creased reimbursement involves

Federal money tabbed for West Central Behavioral Health,
Clara Martin Center, Health Care and Rehabilitation Services

3 Upper Valley agencies get grants
MENTAL HEALTH CARE

SPORTS, B1

INTEREST SPIKE
Har tford’s Avery
Mosenthal, center, bumps
the ball during the
Hur r icanes’ vo l l ey b a l l
match with Mid Vermont
Christian on Thursday.
Even with surveys
indicating strong interest,
Hartford officials have
been pleasantly surprised
at the program’s progress.

VALLEY NEWS / REPORT FOR
AMERICA — ALEX DRIEHAUS

By AMANDA GOKEE
New Hampshire Bulletin

In a little-known but powerful
corner of state government, a fight
is brewing.

The Public Utilities Commis-

sion, which makes consequential
energy decisions and regulates the
state’s utilities, has opened several
new investigations as a means of
gathering information to inform
policy. The move is meant to ad-
dress concerns that the body is not
collaborative and indicates a new
direction for the court-like entity.
But its investigations are facing
pushback from advocates, the utili-

ties and even the Department of
E n e r g y.

The investigations aren’t bind-
ing, but Consumer Advocate Don
Kreis has criticized the PUC’s new
direction, arguing it is work the new
Department of Energy should be
doing. The state’s utilities have ar-
gued the same.

At stake is how the state creates
energy policy at a time when

ratepayers around the state are
feeling the strain of soaring energy
prices.

Also at stake are precedents es-
tablished in the wake of the creation
of the Department of Energy,
formed through 2021 legislation.
The Public Utilities Commission is
independent of that department but
administratively attached. Propo-
nents of the reorganization argued

the change was important to resolve
a conflict that had long been inher-
ent at the PUC, where staff were
both advocating for policy and advis-
ing commissioners who ultimately
hold decision-making authority.
Those staff positions were then
moved to the Department of En-
ergy, but that’s left the commission

Public Utilities Commission’s
authority in probes questioned

Advocates, utilities grapple with NH panel on investigations

By LOLA DUFFORT
V TDigger

MONTPELIER — Sen. Phil Baruth, D/P-
Chittenden, is seeking to lead the Vermont
Senate if reelected in November — and he
has the support of apparently every other
Democrat who was thought to be eyeing the
post.

Baruth confirmed in an interview that he
would run for Senate president pro tempore.
But, he said, “I definitely think the voters

need to speak first. You have to elect a new
Senate before you reorganize it.”

In the Vermont Senate, the pro tem is
generally charged with setting the body’s
agenda, serving as its spokesperson and
helping to assign committees and chairman-
ships. The current pro tem, Sen. Becca
Balint, D-Windham, is vacating her position
to run for Vermont’s sole U.S. House seat.

One of the Senate’s most liberal mem-

Likely Senate leader emerges
VERMONT STATEHOUSE

SEE NURSING HOME A5SEE MENTAL HEALTH A5

SEE UTILITIE S A5

SEE VT. SENATE A5
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tracking data to show the cost
of providing the quality of
care the certified centers are
required to provide. Osmun
said he expects 80% of the
grant to go toward wages and
benefits and the remainder to
go toward training. West Cen-
tral is currently seeking a
CCBHC quality data analyst
and project evaluator and a
project director.

Osmun said the grant
“w o n’t radically change what
we do.” Of the nine required
“core areas,” West Central is
already fulfilling eight. The
ninth involves organizing ser-
vices for veterans and active
military personnel.

HCRS, in a recent news
release, celebrated its receipt
of the grant and said that it
will allow for increased flexi-
bility in the way it provides
services, expand professional
development opportunities
for employees and increase
the organization’s collabora-
tion with primary care
providers.

While West Central and
HCRS were first-time recipi-
ents of planning, develop-
ment and implementation
grants, the Clara Martin Cen-
ter ’s grant expands on work it
began in early 2021 when it
first got what was then a two-
year $4 million planning
grant.

Christie Everett, Clara
M a r t i n’s director of opera-
tions, said that the first grant
“just opened up so many av-
enues for us.”

For example, she said the
grant has enabled them to

provide services to uninsured
people. It enabled Clara Mar-
tin to open weekend walk-in
hours at one of its locations,
add nursing care to an outpa-
tient substance use treat-
ment program and build a
peer support program.

“It really was able to allow
us to do a lot to really address
some needs,” Everett said,
noting that Clara Martin also
was able to boost wages for
hard to recruit master’s level
clinicians.

“It really does put agen-
cies on the potential path for
financial stability,” she said.
“That is the hope.”

Clara Martin plans to use
its next round of funding to fo-
cus on expanding programs
for youth, ages 16 to 22, and
for elders, ages 55 and older.
The focus on those two
groups came out of a survey
the organization conducted
as part of the first grant.

The Transition Age Youth
Program aims to offer youth
and their families mentorship
and support, as well as sub-
stance use treatment and
therapeutic adventure-based
programs. The program aims
to help young people develop
self-esteem, problem-solving
skills, goal-setting and com-
munication skills.

Meanwhile, the Elder
Care Services program aims
to provide psychological sup-
port to elders at home or in an
office setting, helping them
improve mental health symp-
toms, overall functioning and
quality of life, while also ad-
dressing issues such as sub-
stance use and isolation that
are intensified by the rural
nature of Orange County.
Clara Martin plans to in-
crease its ability to respond
to people’s homes to provide
counseling, care coordination
and integrated physical
health care.

“Mental health care is
health care, and it’s all tied
t o g e t h e r, ” Everett said.

Noting that there are still
people in crisis awaiting in-
patient mental health beds in
emergency departments, Ev-
erett said she hopes that this
investment in “upstream”
services helps to prevent
people from hitting a crisis
point.

The grant’s focus on pro-
viding “more holistic care in
one place” is in line with the
Vermont Department of
Mental Health’s goals, Alison
Krompf, the department’s
deputy commissioner, said.
In particular, the CCBHC
model focuses on providing

mental health and substance
use treatment together, as
well as providing peer sup-
port, services geared specifi-
cally for veterans and mili-
tary personnel and mobile
crisis response, which is
“something that the state is
very interested in moving to-
ward,” Krompf said.

Ultimately, “More strin-
gent quality standards and
better access to care; every-
body wants to do that,” she
said.

Krompf was cautious
about the difference the
model might make in funding
mental health care. She said
it was not a “cost-based reim-
bursement” model, but a
“cost-related” model.
“There’s an angle here to talk
about what it costs,” she
said.

In spite of the increased
demand for care following
the height of the COVID-19
pandemic and the workforce
shortage, Krompf said,
“We ’re glad people are still
willing to check out innova-
tive options.” The depart-
ment is “open and inter-
ested to see where this
goes.”

Nora Doyle-Burr can be
reached at ndoyleburr@
vnews.com or 603-727-3213.

building, can be done over the winter be-
fore major construction begins in the
spring.

“We are expecting that pretty soon,”
Ferland said of the guaranteed maxi-
mum price.

County officials have been debating
renovations to the nursing home for a
couple of years and when first proposed,

the price tag was around $35 million,
which quickly escalated to $44 million in
July 2020. That price was projected to in-
crease another 14% with supply chain
shortages, increased demand for con-
struction services and labor shortages
during the COVID-19 pandemic. An ef-
fort to study the proposal by a working
group of the county delegation to see if
the total cost could be reduced con-
cluded that the scope of the work could

not be changed and a redesign would
cost more. By early this year, the price
estimate rose to $57 million.

The nursing home project includes
complete renovations of the Stearns
building with an 82,000-square-foot addi-
tion, improvements to the MacConnell
building and demolition to the Sanders
building.

Patrick O’Grady can be reached at
pogclmt@gmail.com.

Nursing home gets past crucial funding hurdle

without advisers.
According to past commissioner Kate

Bailey, the PUC makes its worst decisions
when it lacks staff advice. Energy policy is
technical and complex, and opening investi-
gatory dockets is one way the commission-
ers can get information.

“We ’ve heard loud and clear the feedback
from advocates and regulated utilities that
since the reorganization of the PUC into two
entities, you find that opportunities for col-
laboration with the PUC are lacking,” said
PUC Chair Dan Goldner during a preconfer-
ence hearing for one of the new investiga-
tions in September. “This is the first in a se-
ries of new investigative dockets, the pur-
pose of which is to engage in an open ex-
change of ideas.”

But there was skepticism over just how
openly ideas could be exchanged in this par-
ticular forum, given the PUC’s authority to
then make binding orders.

“I continue to have concerns about the
way the commission is conducting these in-
vestigations,” Kreis said during the hearing.

When the Legislature created the De-
partment of Energy, it told the PUC to act
like a court and make decisions through ad-
judication and rulemaking, he said, while the
Department of Energy was charged with
policymaking.

“In a better world, this inquiry would be
led by the Department of Energy,” Kreis said
in an interview after a preconference hear-
ing on energy procurement. “It would be a
very freewheeling and informal conversa-
tion that didn’t have any threat looming over
it that the people in charge of the conversa-
tion would then issue an order saying, ‘Do
this.’ Because that sort of raised-eyebrow
regulation tends to inhibit the dialogue.”

The commission used to be more collabo-
rative, Kreis said. If stakeholders reached
unanimous agreement on an issue, the com-

mission would support that decision. That
changed on Nov. 12, 2021, he said, when a
consensus energy efficiency plan was re-
jected by Commissioner Goldner and then-
Chair Dianne Martin on her last day in the
position.

Nothing in New Hampshire law autho-
rizes the Public Utilities Commission to pro-
ceed with the investigation, Kreis said in
written comments submitted ahead of the
preconference hearing.

The state’s utilities argued the same
when asking the commission to reconsider
an investigation into energy efficiency it
launched in August.

“… The investigation … is more directly
within the purview of the New Hampshire
Department of Energy (‘DOE’) and out of
line with the explicit purpose of the DOE’s
enabling statute,” they wrote.

The Department of Energy also pushed
back on that investigation, which it said
“seems ill-advised and inefficient.” But the
department believes that kind of investiga-
tion is within the PUC’s authority.

On Monday, the PUC issued an order say-
ing it would proceed with the investigation in
spite of these concerns.

“Everything happening now is precedent-
setting,” energy consultant Henry Herndon
said. “We have a new PUC that is leaner. But
it’s also new in that all of the commissioners
are new. And then the DOE is new and we
d o n’t have a precedent for that — for a state
agency who is empowered to take active pol-
icy positions to advocate for the governor’s
policy positions.”

Another investigation launched in
September will look at how to pay small-
scale pilot programs between 1 to 5
megawatts for the energy they generate.
These generators can reduce a variety of en-
ergy costs and the question is how to com-
pensate them for that. A prehearing confer-
ence is scheduled for Jan. 5 at 9 a.m., which
will kick off the investigation.

MENTAL HEALTH FROM A1

NURSING HOME FROM A1

bers, Baruth is perhaps best
known for his advocacy for
gun control. A novelist and
professor of English at the
University of Vermont, the
Burlington resident was first
elected in 2010 after rising to
prominence as a popular po-
litical blogger.

A former majority leader
and past chair of the Senate
Education Committee, Baruth
has previously considered run-
ning for pro tem. He would be
the second person who cau-
cuses with both the Demo-
cratic and Progressive parties
to lead the chamber.

“Not much of a race!” Sen.
Andrew Perchlik, D/P-Wash-
ington, remarked to VTDigger
when asked who might suc-
ceed Balint. He confirmed that
he had weighed a run several
months ago but had ultimately
decided against it after talking
to Baruth and other members
of the Democratic caucus.

“It became clear that I
would support Phil and that he
was the best choice for this
time,” Perchlik said. He said
he would instead seek to be-
come the Democratic caucus’
whip, a position being vacated
by Sen. Cheryl Hooker, D/P-
Rutland, who is retiring from
the Senate.

Senate Majority Leader Al-
ison Clarkson, D-Windsor,
who had also been considered
a contender, said she was not
planning on seeking the pro
tem post. Instead, she said,

she would ask Senate
Democrats to reelect her to
her current leadership post, if
given another term.

“That’s all contingent on
being reelected,” she said. “I
really think we all have to be
reminded that there are no
done deals here.”

Clarkson added that she
would “of course” support
Bar uth’s candidacy in the
event they returned to the
Senate. (Both are in safely
blue districts.)

Sen. Kesha Ram Hinsdale,
D-Chittenden, who was also
widely considered a con-
tender for pro tem after drop-
ping out of the hotly contested
U.S. House primary, said she
i s n’t running and supports
Bar uth’s bid.

Ram Hinsdale said she is
seeking to become the next
chair of the Senate Economic
Development, Housing &
General Affairs Committee,
since the current chair, Sen.
Michael Sirotkin, D-Chitten-
den, is retiring. In that role,
she said, she would focus on
the workforce crisis, climate
change and, most of all, hous-
ing.

“It’s an area where I have
gone as a legislator from a
renter to a homeowner and
have a really deep sense of
how much Vermonters need
affordable housing and home-
ownership,” Ram Hinsdale
said. “Yo u ’re now hearing
from colleagues that every
other crisis is hinged on solv-
ing our housing problems.”

VTDIGGER FILE PHOTOGRAPH
Sen. Phil Baruth, D/P-Chittenden, speaks during a
committee hearing at the Statehouse in Montpelier in
February 2019. Baruth is seeking to lead the Vermont
Senate if reelected in November.

Mental health organizations get federal grants

Likely leader emerges in Vt. Senate Panel, utilities wrangle over probes
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NEW TIRES TOO!!!

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
802-674-5600

I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

LEBANON 603-448-6660

ALL NEW  
LUXURY SEATING 

NOW FEATURING BEER, 
WINE AND SPIRITS!

BUY TICKETS ONLINE @ 
www.entertainmentcinemas.com

EARLY BIRD $7.00 SAT - SUN BEFORE 1:00 
BARGAIN TUESDAY $7.00 

( ) No first shows Monday - Friday

LYLE, LYLE CROCODILE PG

(11:30) (1:55) 4:20 6:45

SMILE R
(11:30) 2:00 4:30 7:00

BROS R
6:35

AMSTERDAM R
(11:55) 3:15 6:30

DONT WORRY DARLING R
(11:45) 3:05

HALLOWEEN ENDS R
(12:15) 1:00 3:45 4:30 6:50 7:10

Enjoy a project!

We have kits and supplies for rug 
hooking, braiding, wool applique, 

needle felting, sewing and 
so much more!

We will be having a Wooly Tree Class 
Saturday October 22nd, 2022

Email contact@dorrmillstore 
for details or call the store. 

Monday-Saturday 9-5

The Dorr Mill Store
22 Hale Street, Guild, NH 03754

www.dorrmillstore.com 1-800-846-3677 
contact@dorrmillstore.com THCAuc on.com • 800-634-SOLD

NH Lic. #6153 & #3058

Online Closes Wed., Oct. 19 @ 10AM
44 Hull Street, Ste. #6, Randolph, VT

Antiques & Household Items

Including: 
•   Windsor Style Chairs
•   
•   Cherry Bedroom Sets
•   Cupboards, Tables, 

Bookcases & Mirrors 
•   Pewter & Perthshire 
•   Rugs & Linens
•   Home Electronics
•   Watercolors, Oil, & 

•   
And Much More!

Thursday, November 3 @ 11AM
832 Grand View Lodge Rd., Unit D, Plymouth, VT

Foreclosure: 3BR/2BA Condo

 
condo with 
980±SF features 
front deck, 
3BR, 2BA, & 
mountain views! 
Open kitchen/
dining room, 
in unit laundry,  
& community 
water & sewer. 

Open House: Wed., Oct. 19 from 11AM-1PM


